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Abstract

A Study on Unity of Invention

Lee, Moonwook
Jung, Chaho

Principally, only one invention can be claimed in one patent
application. However, because it may be convenient and desirable to
permit an applicant to file an application including one or more
inventions, that is, a group of inventions, linked to form a single
inventive concept, in view of cost reduction and document
classification, most patent laws include the requirements for unity of
invention, and if any application meets the requirements for unity of
invention, the application is accepted to include more than one
inventions.

The requirements for unity of invention in most patent laws are
similar in concept, but are slightly different in practice, that is, methods
for judging whether an application meets the requirements for unity of
invention.

This paper deals with judgement methods of unity of invention in
several countries, comparisons between requirements for unity of
invention in the patent laws of the countries, and then differences in
patent examination practices related to unity of invention in the
countries.

Key words
patent, law, application, claim, examination, unity of invention,
judgement method, a single inventive concept, PCT



