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<Abstract>
The Protective Method of the Computer Program

Lee, Jae Rim

Due to the non-exclusivity and non-rivalry properties of computer programs, the
market failure can easily take place. Therefore it is necessary to establish proper legal
protections for computer programs. Traditionally, trade secret and copyright have been
playing significant roles. And recently computer programs-related patent are granted
in several countries.

In Korea computer programs are mainly protected by the Computer Programs
Protection Act(the Copyright Act). According to the Copyright Act, the protection of
computer programs are based on the mere fact of creation, and registration is not a
necessary prerequisite.

On the other hand, computer programs are also protected by the Patent Law.
People believe that computer programs patent is the most suitable method for

protection.
But the both parties have the strength and the weakness. We apply the strength to

the IPR management.
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