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ABSTRACT  ---omemrmmemrmmemrms e

American Certification Marks System and the
relating Japanese current systems, Trademark Act
and Certificate system

Kyeong Hee, Cho

Japan do not have the Certification marks(CM) system, but gradually countries
are adopting the system. In fact, the CM system was first talked in 2005 at
government system studying group, but the system was just the third type of CM
for protecting geographical indications, Japan did not adopt the CM system, instead
it adopted the regional collective mark system to make the general collective mark
more extensive, And, if we want to study CM in Japan, it is crucial to compare
JIS(Japanese Industrial Standard) with CM, because JIS mark is well-known national
voluntary certificate mark.

And thus this paper first comments on the definition and the characteristics of
American CM, And then it chooses the Japanese Trademark Act and Certificate
system as the relating systems. Lastly, it analyzed some assignments, The first is
about the examining standard of the descriptive nature against CM registration,
Specifically, it focuses on the cases relating to the descriptive words like “approved
by”, “inspected’, “conformed to”, “certified”. The second is concerned with the
relationship between collective mark and CM. The both are practically indiscernible
because of connecting with the group. However, the US accepts the CM as one
type of trademark for the utility of certifying certain characteristics and the control
level different with the collective marks, The third point is the compatibility of the

regional-based collective mark and CM, Both countries protect the geographical
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indications with the Trademark Act, but the rules are difficult to apply. The final
point made is a comparative analysis on the no-challenge duty in CM licensing

contract, The applicable settlement systems of both are different,

Key Words
Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS), NRTL(nationally recognized testing laboratories),

Regionally-Based Collective Mark system



