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The Quality of Patents:
An Multilateral Evaluation for Korea

Sung Tae Kyung
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The number of patents application has sharply increased since the
mid-1990s in Korea. The paper analyses the qualitative aspects of
patents rather than the quantitative ones at the national level. We
suggest the evaluation criteria of patents’ qualitative value, and
introduce the measurement indexes reflecting the value according to the
patent application process. Using these indexes, we evaluate the overall
quality level of patents in Korea. We found that in terms of the error rate
of screen, acceptance rate, and patents application to foreign countries,
the patents quality level of Korea is not lower than that of the USA,
Japan, and European countries. However, Korea should improve the
indexes reflecting patents citation, for instance, patent impact index(PII)
and patent market-powered index(PMI) for information and
communication technology. Therefore, the Korean government should
foster the quality of patents with inducing the quantity of patents.
Finally, although some indexes suggested in this study can be utilized in
the process of commercialization and technology financing, more

extensive and systematic methods or indexes should be developed.
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