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A Study on the Legal Nature of the Joint Ownership of

Industrial Property Rights
- Korean Supreme Court Decision 2013Da41578
delivered on August 20, 2014 -

Woo, Won-Sang

Abstract ‘ ...........................................................................................................................

Article 278 of Korean Civil Act (Quasi-joint Ownership) said
“The provisions of this Section shall apply mutatis mutandis to property
rights other than ownership.” The problem is the legal nature of the co-
ownership in the industrial property right. The possibility of partition
claim is the one of that. Korean Supreme Court made a decision that
admitted that possibility at August 20, 2014.

This paper studies on the legal nature of industrial property rights
by several factors and we shortly review the character of joint
ownership of copyright. Finally, we examine the problem which could
occur by this decision of Korean supreme court and what is needed as a
further research.

Keywords ‘ .............................................

joint ownership of industrial property rights, joint ownership of
copyright, quasi-joint ownership, partition claim, history of intellectual

property rights



