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The Effect of Chemical Management Regulations on
Corporate Intellectual Property
— Focused on the Comparison of Regulations Regarding
Trade Secret in South Korea, United States, EU and

Japan—

Kwak Jaesik, Choi Seohee

The purpose of this study is to investigate the possibilities of loss of
business due to violation of trade secrets caused by chemicals
regulations. We classified the type of regulation into three categories. We
also classified regulations according to the amount of trade secret
exposure it triggers, and compared chemical regulations of South Korea,
US, EU and Japan., As a result, substance-based regulations cause
relatively low exposure of trade secret, while the user-based regulations
have a high possibility of exposing trade secret, and supply chain-based
regulations induce the highest possibility of direct trade secret exposure,
By comparing chemicals regulations according to the amount trade secret
exposure induced by the regulations, we found that regulations that have
the risk of implicit trade secret exposure are problematic because it is
difficult to predict the threat to intellectual property beforehand.
Chemical regulations could have a great impact on intellectual property
because some regulations make chemical companies to open their trade

secret publicly. This information could circulate globally and the
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influence of chemical regulations may vary depending to the
characteristics of the market in which regulations take effect. Therefore, it
is necessary to carefully consider international trade relations and global

market before applying chemical regulations,
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Trade Secret, Chemicals Regulation, Chemicals, Chemicals Control Act, K-REACH, REACH
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