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A Study on the Problems related to Visuality

in the Definition of Design

Ahn Wonmo

As long as the feature of the product’s appearance has commercial
value as a marketing tool, it is necessary to include it in the subject matter
of design even if it is perceived by touch. Especially in textile and small
electronics, the feeling perceived by the touch plays an important role in
the purchase process of products. Among the economic value of the
product’s appearance, there is no specific reason to limit the protection of
the design to only the visual. Therefore, it is reasonable to include the
feeling by touch in the design's protection,

If the design is what is seen at the time of sale or use of the product, it
shall be deemed to have met the visual requirements. Therefore, the
inside of the cookie or ice cream is invisible at sale, but what is seen at
the time of use can be a design object. Similarly, what is visible at the
time of sale but not visible after use, such as a human insert, should be

regarded as meeting the visual requirements.
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